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Despite Overcrowding 
the Board Plans to Continue Closing Schools
Janet Bojti
	In North Toronto’s tree-lined residential streets front lawns are sprouting signs saying, “Save Our Communities.”  Parents and home owners filled Lawrence Park C. I. to learn the Board’s intentions concerning proposed boundary changes for four neighbourhood elementary schools.  At stake are property values, the distance children walk to school and whether or not children will have to change schools.  Local school trustee, Howard Goodman has backed away from the Program Area Review declaring a conflict of interest.  Three of the four schools are overcrowded.  Allenby Jr. P.S. has a total enrolment of 793 children in a building designed to hold 654.  Armour Heights has 367 pupils in a school designed to hold 305.  John Ross Robertson Jr. P.S. has 589 children in a school with a capacity 536.   North Preparatory, the smallest of the four, has 204 children is a school building built to accommodate 210 children.  
	The panel of senior staffers speaking to the first of four public meetings delivered the sobering news that extensive permanent school renovation or reconstruction would not be forthcoming.  There will be no new classroom additions to school buildings to alleviate already overcrowded schools and accommodate the full day kindergarten.  The Ministry has frozen funding for new construction projects.  “Contingency” plans mention more portables.  The only other solution the TDSB is prepared to consider is a grand shuffle.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Meanwhile, in another part of town, Trustees have not yet formally voted to close Parkside Junior Public School.  The Accommodation Review Committee’s recommendation was tabled last fall.  This little JK to Grade 5 elementary school gem is nestled on the edge of Taylor Creek ravine and partnered with the Terry Fox Recreation Centre whose ice rink and a pool are right next door.  One of East York’s small elementary schools, it originally was originally built to hold no more than 250 kids.  Parkside Jr. P.S. is actually full because it also contains a Metro day care centre.   A daycare makes an elementary school into a real community hub, but it doesn’t count when the Board calculates school enrolment or building capacity and percentage of school utilization.  There isn’t any declining enrolment really - just a viable small school serving the neighbourhood as it was designed to do.   However, it’s sitting on some very valuable property - a developer’s dream.   
	Parkside Jr. P.S.  will be declared surplus and sold.  Its pupils are slated to be consolidated into D.A. Morrison Middle School, now newly converted to a JK to grade 8 duo track elementary school.  This fall, the merged schools will become the area’s next mega elementary school housing approximately 630 kids including a full day kindergarten. Enrolment could go as high as 960 depending on how many families choose French immersion. The day care centre, left homeless, will have to find new digs.   
	At a recent school board meeting, trustees expressed anger as they realized that full day kindergarten is funded at a lower rate than grade one classes even though all day kindergarten classes require more staff, have more pupils and require extensive renovation to Toronto’s schools to accommodate them.   The funding discrepancy means the Toronto District School Board is subsidizing Early Learning Programs to the tune of $9 million per year.  Creating mega elementary schools is the TDSB’s way of finding space for full day kindergartens.  Consolidating, closing and selling schools is the TDSB’s way of funding its building programs. 
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