The Provincial Government Has A Lot To Answer For
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Well it looks like there will be no ground breaking at High Castle P.S. or at Meadowvale P.S. due to the Provincial government's swift action against the TDSB's cost overruns on building projects.  There has even been a threat that the Toronto school board could be placed under supervision.  No doubt there will be cost overruns discovered at other TDSB building sites.
 

In the meantime our school secretaries are staggering under a punishing workload.  To save money the school board got rid of the equivalent of 100 full time school secretarial positions.  It actually translated into 200 part time positions.  Hundreds of busy school offices lost a half day and, in some cases, a full time office assistant leaving the remaining office administrator with an impossible amount of work to do.
 

"I can't even go to the bathroom," said school secretary.  "I was supposed to have those P.S.A. (attendance) reports done by mid September.  They're still sitting there.  We were barely coping last year when we had a part timer.  The Board even changed its software over the summer but never trained us."  
 

While blowing big bucks on constructing new mega schools and refurbishing others, the board has scrimped on staffing, putting the burden on the lowest paid, front line employees.  The Board also divested itself of over 400 Educational Assistants from its kindergartens last fall.  Where all day kindergarten was introduced early childhood education workers have filled the gap.  Other schools are begging for help and dipping into their school budgets to hire extra help.  Still others are straining to cope without the badly needed additional hands.
 

"They said we didn't quality for an S.N.A. (Special Needs Assistant) for an autistic (kindergarten) child.  He's a runner and refuses to go into the washroom," I was told recently by one education worker.  The E.C.E. spend all day running after him."  Short staffing in the classroom means vulnerable children won't get the special assistance they need and taxes everyone in those programs.  
 

And how's it going in the new mega elementary schools?  The principal at Joseph Brant has closed attendance at 733 pupils.  A fire marshall's nighmare of furniture fills the corridors and the outdoor play space is inadequate.  Recess occurs in shifts.  Two neighbourhood elementary schools, Peter Secor Junior Public School and Heron Park Junior Public School, were closed to create the newly reconstructed mega school and now sit empty waiting for buyers.  Will the sale of these properties cover the cost of the $14 million rebuild at Joseph Brant as was promised during the Accommodation Review two years ago?  We don't know.  The Toronto Lands Corporation is not disclosing the amount  it receives for each land sale of publicly owned school board property- only its annual revenue bottom line.        
 

The provincial government has a lot to answer for where Toronto's schools are concerned.  Forced amalgation against the wishes of the city's residents suddenly created an oversize school Board with 560 schools- greater than most provincial jurisdictions- and then the province systematically underfunded it.  It forced the Toronto school board to undertake a large scale program of land sales and school closings to fund its shortfall in building maintenance.  Then the province added All Day Kindergarten into the mix without supporting the full cost of implimentation.  The last supervisor the province sent in couldn't sort out the mess it had created. 
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